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MINUTES of the Committee Meeting of the Civic Trust held on Tuesday, 1st September 2026 
at Burnley Town Hall. 
 
The Chairman, Mr. E. J. Walton, occupied the Chair throughout the meeting. 
 
PRESENT:  Mr. E. J. Walton, Mr. G. Grimshaw, Ms. N. Edwards, Mr. K. Burrows, Mr. P. Hornby,   
Ms. S. Barker, Mr. A. Hollis, Mr. R. Collinge, Dr. S. Tate, Mr. T. Mitchell, Mr. R. V. Crossley, 
Mrs. C. Stinton, Mr. J. S.Livingstone and Mr. I. C. Emo.  
 
APOLOGIES:  Mr. &  Mrs. N. Fawcett, Ms. C. Towneley, Mrs. R. Hay, Mr. R. B. Frost,   
Mr. C. Shackleton,  Mr. A . R.Lucas, Mr. N. G. Ashworth and Mrs. J. Evans. 
  
MINUTES:  The minutes of the Committee meeting held on 5th August 2026 were approved. 
  
 MATTERS ARISING: None. 
 
A.O.B. MATTERS:  Matters for discussion at A.O.B. were put forward. 
 
PLANNING: The following was discussed: 
i.  PA/2026/0361:  Land adjoining Ridge Cottage, Ridge Ave., Burnley. Development of a 3 storey, 66 
no. bedroom residential care home for the elderly, with associated car parking, landscaping, ancillary 
buildings and access improvements.  The matter was held over; residents had expressed a preference for 
this develpoment rather than the 44 house estate already agreed to. 
 
    
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT:  i. Rental for the workshop:  As from the 2027 payment date, our rent will 
be cancelled and subject to a peppercorn rent because of the value of our work to the town. 
ii. The town’s Heritage Officer had been contacted with a view to an October meeting. 
iii. Burnley Rotary had asked for suggestions and assistance to re-place the Rotary clock which stood on 
St. James’s St.  Members thought near the Empire building would be a suitable.  
iv.  Heritage Open Days: Events with Peter Hornby, Carol Stinton, Steve Tate and Tony Mitchell had 
all been arranged.  Health and Safety protocols had all been done.  There would be a heritage tour of 
123, St. James’s St. on 19th September.   
v. Singing Ringing Tree footpath improvement;  the work had been taken on by the Council and its 
agent; hopefully to be completed by May 2027.  
vi.  Unknown Shoppers Statue:  had met with Blaze Arts; they were impressed with our contact with 
local youth for design ideas.  It had been stressed that a Brian Hall reference was needed.  Ellie Barrett 
had several books from us about Burnley history.  
vii. Skipton B.S. had included BCT as one of its charities for a donation in a competition.  We had sent 
them information about what we were doing re. Unknown Shoppers and other events. 
viii.  Charity Commission: a code guide book had been received which Trustees may wish to read.  
ix. BCT Photographs:  The photos had now been returned and were being scanned, put in order and 
catalogued for easier reference.  Several hundred images of Burnley in the 1970s and onward had been 
received from members of BTC.  Should they be added to our website with a watermark across them? 
x.  Ms. N. Edwards would represent the Trust at a Private Rented Housing meeting. 
xi.  The Trust would write to Green Spaces to congratulate them on the Green Flag awards for the 
town’s parks. 
xii.  Mrs. C. Stinton would represent the Trust at a CVS event. 
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xiii. The Trust was not represented at the recent NW Civic Trust meeting in Manchester  because of 
lack of interest.       
  
FINANCES: The Treasurer reviewed the Society’s bank and other financial investments and reported 
all were in good order.  Some money was needed to pay for computer materials.   
 
PADIHAM NEWS:  The bandstand in the Park was being restored. 
The cheque from the Civic Trust was much appreciated. 
 
WEAVERS’ TRIANGLE:  We were still working with the Toll House.  
 
BURNLEY, LONG TERM PLAN:  Community grants were available but there was a shortage of 
applicants.   
 
BLUE PLAQUES:  No further work done because of local difficulties.  
 
GROT SPOTS:  The paper circulated last meeting with spots allocated to members would be discussed 
at the next meeting. 
 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:  None. 
i. The Minute Secretary was having to change his e-mail address.  His new address would be 
Ramon.collinge@outlook.com   
 
 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING:  Wednesday, 7th October 2026  at 7 pm.  at Burnley 
Town Hall.   
 
                                                                                                                              CHAIRMAN 
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