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MINUTES of the Committee Meeting of the Civic Trust held on Wednesday, 10th December 2025  
at Burnley Town Hall. 
 
The Chairman, Mr. E. J. Walton, occupied the Chair throughout the meeting. 
 
PRESENT:  Mr. E. J. Walton, Mr. G. Grimshaw, Mr. A. Hollis, Mr. A. Lucas, Mr. R. Collinge,  
Mr. & Mrs. N. Fawcett, Mr. R. J. Crossley, Mr. R.B. Frost, Mr. P. Hornby, Dr. S. Tate, Ms. N. Edwards, Mr. 
T. Mitchell, Mr. J. Livingstone and Ms. S. Barker.  
, 
APOLOGIES:  Mrs. R. Hay, Mr.  I. Emo, Mrs. C. Stinton and Mrs. J. Evans. 
 
Before the start of the meeting, the Chairman spoke about Mrs. Caroline Smith, widow of David, our former 
Secretary, who had died the previous weekend.   
 
MINUTES:  The minutes of the Annual General Committee meeting held on 1st October 2025 and those of 
the previous year’s AGM 2024 were approved.  
     
MATTERS ARISING:  Unknown Shoppers Statue:  the cost for cleaning the statue was estimated at £1,400; 
it was important to get it done in this financial year. 
 
A.O.B. MATTERS:  Notice was handed in of matters for discussion at A.O.B. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: 
i. Civic Voice:  Nothing had been heard about the future of the magazine. 
ii. “Award” plaques.  Duncan Armstrong had been in touch and mentioned a firm in Blackburn.  
iii.  Burnley’s Year of Culture 2027;  Nothing had been received.  
iv.  Matchless Talk:  Ms. S.Barker would deal with the arrangements for the talk in February to which 
members of the Civic Trust and other societies would be invited.  
v.  Green Space and Simon Goff wanted the Civic Trust to work with them on the path to the winning tree. 
vi.  The castings inside the boundary markers were missing. 
 
PLANNING: FUL/2025/0626:  14, Mill Street, Padiham.  We supported in principle this application if the 
building were given a new lease of life. 
FUL/2025/0617:14 Mereclough.  Change of use.  We should support the Planning Officer’s decision to 
refuse.   
FUL/2025/0580: Grove Lane, Padiham.  A development proposal to reduce from 8 dwellings to 5.  We 
should support the change. 
All other items discussed were either agreed or it was considered that the Civic Trust had no reason to 
comment. 
 
REPORTS :   
 
TREASURER’S :  Members were reminded that some subs were still unpaid.  
The Treasurer gave a full account of the various sources of income; the finances were in good order.  Debate 
about the spending of this was for some future meeting.  
 
TREES FOR BURNLEY: In a phone message to the Secretary, Mrs. Evans reported that over the last 4 
weeks the Group had been collecting and planting wild flower seeds.   The previous week they had started 
planting a hedge round the sports field at Holy Trinity School on Raglan Road.   On Sunday they were 
removing rhododendrons from Thanet Lee Woods. 
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Wednesday, 14th January 2026, at Burnley Town Hall, 7pm 


